
Connect with us

The Difference You’re
Making for Cats.

A Fresh Start for Chantel
She was just a tiny street kitten—the kind most people 
pass by without noticing. Chantel was found struggling to 
walk. She was suffering from a fractured pelvis and leg, 
likely the result of being struck by a car. 

SECOND CHANCES EVERY DAY
From injured kittens, to abandoned babies, to our senior cats who’ve 
found loving homes, your support makes every rescue possible.

With rest, care, and plenty of love, Chantel began to 
transform. Her injuries are healing well, and she is able to 
move around more each day. She loves other cats and has 
become great friends with several other cats in our care.

Before After

Spay/Neuter Support 
Bracelet    $5

These items and MORE can also be purchased through our online store: www.saveacat.org/store.html 

facebook.com/alleycatrescueinc

YOUR IMPACT:

AN ALLIANCE FOR CAT PROTECTION
www.SaveACat.org
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PO Box 96499, Washington, DC 20077                               Email:acr@saveacat.org
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Kai: Tiny but Tough
Kai was rescued by ACR with 9 other kittens. It was 
immediately clear she needed extra care. The smallest of 
the kittens, Kai was also born with a severely damaged hind 
foot, likely caused by an umbilical cord injury. She was 
bottle-fed and despite her challenges, slowly gained weight 
and grew stronger. Kai has to have her hind leg amputated 
so she can be free of pain and run and play. She is proof 
that even the tiniest fighters can overcome incredible odds.

Thumper: Abandoned Outdoors
One morning, a staff member heard a knock on the office 
front door. When she opened it, no one was there—until she 
looked down. A three-week-old calico kitten stood alone 
outside, not even in a carrier, dangerously close to a busy 
road. We quickly scooped her up and named her Thumper. 
She also had a large abrasion on her back paw, so we 
immediately brought her to the vet for treatment. Thumper is 
now safe in foster care, where she can grow and heal.

FIP Survivors and Thrivers 
Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP) was once considered a death sentence, but with modern 
medications and treatment, many kittens are now able to recover and go on to live full, healthy lives.

Smooshie came into our care just hours old after his 
mother, Sprinkles, suffered a prolapsed uterus and 
required her own intensive medical support. At around 
three weeks of age, Smooshie developed FIP, quickly 
going from a round, playful kitten to lethargic, weak, and 
unable to eat. 

With daily medication, frequent hydration, and round-the-
clock care, he gradually turned a corner and made a full 
recovery, going on to be adopted shortly after finishing 
treatment. 

Smooshie

Smooshie healthy, happy, and home at last.



3     Alley Cat Rescue Newsletter, Summer 2026                                                                                                                                                   www.saveacat.org

Earlier this year, we received an unexpected call from 
Meow Meow’s family, who could no longer care for her 
and needed to return her to ACR. After many years in 
a home, Meow Meow—now about 14 years old—made 
the transition back to us. While changes like this can be 
difficult, she proved to be nothing but loving and resilient, 
greeting everyone with warmth and gentle joy. She is a 
truly special senior cat, and we hope to find her a forever 
home that embraces her golden years.

FIP Survivors and Thrivers Cont. 

Elegant Buffy was also suspected of FIP when we noticed 
a concerning red discoloration in one eye. After ruling out 
other causes, we began treatment immediately. With 
consistent care and medication, she rebounded beautifully—
and along the way became even more affectionate, now a 
devoted cuddle bug who can’t get enough attention. 

Elegant Buffy 

Seniors Deserve a Second Chance
Meow Meow

Twelve-years-young Pudding came to us as a stray after 
she had been taken in by a shelter, where she battled 
a viral infection. She also has cerebellar hypoplasia, a 
non-progressive neurological condition often called 
“wobbly cat syndrome,” which causes mild balance 
challenges but does not affect her overall health. While 
we worried these factors might make adoption more 
difficult, everything changed when an adopter seeking a 
senior companion reached out. The match was instant—
Pudding found her perfect person, and the two connected 
right away.

Pudding

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THEIR JOURNEY.
Every adoption, donation, and act of kindness
gives these cats the second chance they deserve.
                                                                      Donate today at www.saveacat.org
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EXPANDING TRAP-NEUTER-RETURN
Humane solutions. Healthier communities. A better future for cats.

At Alley Cat Rescue, Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
is the foundation of our mission. TNR improves 
the lives of community cats by preventing un-
wanted litters, reducing suffering, and keeping 
healthy outdoor cats out of shelters where they 
may face euthanasia.

We continue expanding TNR programs across the 
country, with targeted efforts in Texas, California, 
Maryland, Virginia, and Florida. Through partnerships 
with local organizations and veterinarians, we are
 helping more communities than ever before.

A key part of this work is our annual Feral Fix 
Challenge, which encourages veterinarians to 
provide free or low-cost spay/neuter services for 
community cats. While participation grows each year, 
the need remains urgent.

We also provide state-by-state and county-by-
county TNR resources that empower individuals to help 
manage community cat colonies humanely. As spay/
neuter access continues to lag behind demand, we 
remain committed to expanding TNR and ending the 
cycle of suffering.

CALL TO ACTION:CALL TO ACTION:
Join the 2026 

Feral Fix Challenge!
Ask your veterinarian or clinic to participate 
by emailing debbie@saveacat.org so we 
can send an invitation and sign-up form.

“I have been involved in the sterilization of outdoor 
and community cats for more than 40 years be-
cause I have seen firsthand that spay/neuter is the 
most effective and humane way to reduce feline 

Preventing unwanted 
litters means fewer 
kittens are born into 
lives of hunger, disease, 
injury, abandonment, 
and homelessness.”

Pervaiz Manzoor, DVM, 
Brentwood, Maryland
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Compassion in Action: 
Saving Cats Every Day
How advocacy, rescue, and TNR work together
to create lasting change for cats nationwide.

EEvery day, Alley Cat Rescue works to protect and 
improve the lives of cats through both national 
advocacy and direct hands-on rescue efforts.

We also help feed and manage over 300 outdoor cats 
we have sterilized. Our colony cats thrive with the simple 
but absolutely necessary care we provide. Kittens found 
during TNR are always taken into safety - with their 
mom if they are still nursing - and adopted out when 
they are old enough. And the mothers are spayed and 
returned to their colonies.

I personally have trapped hundreds of 
cats for TNR and today I still feed a few 
colonies I care for, and monitor their 
health and wellbeing.

We work with partners to help TNR 
projects across the USA; the more TNR 
we can facilitate, the better!.

Advocacy matters. Rescue matters. 
TNR matters. Because lasting change 
happens not only through education 
and policy, but also through direct 
action that saves lives every day.

“
We are deeply grateful to our members and 
supporters who make this lifesaving work 
possible. 

Your compassion and generosity allow us to continue 
rescuing cats, supporting TNR programs, and caring for 
vulnerable community cats every single day. 

Without your support, this vital 
work simply could not continue!

While we continue fighting for humane pocies,Trap-
Neuter-Return (TNR), and the protection of community 
cats nationwide, we also roll up our sleeves where help 
is urgently needed. We rescue high-risk cats and kittens 
from overcrowded shelters, rehabilitate them physically 
and emotionally, and adopt them out to loving homes.
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Charitable Gift Annuities
Annuities can help you reach your personal financial goals while serving your commitment to our work helping 
cats. Enjoy tax-saving and turn appreciated assets into income for yourself.  Charitable gift annuities allow you 
to make a gift of $10,000 or more and receive fixed interest payments for life, as well as tax deductions. For 
more information, fill out a form at:
saveacat.org/planned-giving.html or Email debbie@saveacat.org.

Wills and Bequests - Secure a better future for cats!
You can help safeguard the future for cats by including Alley Cat Rescue, Inc. in your estate plans. 

For more information, go to saveacat.org/planned-giving.html or Email debbie@saveacat.org 

LONG-LASTING WAYS TO Help  

     THANK YOU!

EVERY PURCHASE HELPS SAVE CATS IN 

Spay/Neuter Support 
Bracelet    $5

Black V-neck    $20ACR Cat Silhouette T-shirt    $25 Cat Lunch Tote    $4

These items and MORE can also be purchased through our online store: www.saveacat.org/store.html 

facebook.com/alleycatrescueinc

instagram.com/alleycatrescue

Follow Our Work!
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