AB 2133: Expanding Access to Cat Neuters

Bill S ummary

This bill will allow Registered Veterinary Technicians
(RVTs) to perform male cat neuter surgeries under
the direct supervision of a California Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine (DVM). The bill specifies certain
conditions that must be met, including the RVT
performing the surgery in accordance with the
written protocols and procedures established by the
DVM.

Existing Law

procedures established by the supervising
veterinarian, who will have examined the cat
and assigned the surgery to the RVT.

Why the Bill is Necessary Now

Existing law and regulations state that RVTs may
perform certain duties under the direct supervision
of a DVM, such as dental extractions and anesthesia
administration. Currently, RVTs may not perform
surgeries, such as spay and neuter surgeries.

“Direct supervision” means the DVM is on-site and
readily available where the animal healthcare task is
being performed.

Background

More spay and neuter surgeries are needed to battle
the pet overpopulation crisis. Unfortunately, access
to veterinary care is limited in California. Even state
animal shelters find it difficult to attract
veterinarians to service the animals in their care.
Allowing RVTs to perform the simplest neuter
surgeries will free up time for DVMs to focus on
complex neuter and spay surgeries.

Support

Veterinary care is increasingly expensive and
inaccessible in California. Inequitable access to
veterinary care is a threat to companion animal
welfare. Lack of access to spay and neuter surgeries
is contributing to pet overpopulation and shelters
and rescues being overwhelmed with animals.

Cities and counties invest approximately

$400,000,000 annually to operate California’s animal

shelters, with much of these budgets coming from
the state’s general fund. Expanded access to
sterilization surgeries will lead to fewer unwanted
pets in shelters and will thus save public funds.

This Bill

This bill will allow RVTs to perform male cat neuters
under the direct supervision of a California licensed
DVM under the following conditions:

1. The RVT must review the cat’s history to

reasonably ensure the surgery is appropriate.

2. The RVT must perform the surgery in
accordance with written protocols and
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